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Antiochus IV Epiphanes and Cilicia 

Claudia TEMPESTA* 

When he ascended to the Seleiicid throne in 175 B.C., Antiochus IV inherited a king- 
dom greatly reduced in extent and economically weakened owing to the oppressive 
financial claiises of the treaty of ~ ~ a m e i a ' .  

In order to face the greatest economic crisis that the Seleucid Empire had ever faced, 
Antiochus furthered a policy that aimed at contrasting the claims of the several ethnic com- 
ponents of the kingdom and founding a collective identity through the claim to a common 
Hellenic origin. The main target and, at the same time, the main instrument of Antiochus's 
policy were the cities and the sanctuaries. the most valuable inheritance of politica1 and reli- 
gious Greek culture: consequently, l-ie furthered the development of an iirban mode1 in the 
whole kingdom either by founding new colonies or by renaming the ancient ones; on the 
other hand, in the local sanctuaries he prornoted either the assimilation of the traditional 
deities to the Greek ones or the straightforward introduction of the Greek ones. 

In both cases, Antiochus's policy intended to reach a compromise between local instances 
and the need for strong centra1 control, in order to gain the support and, as far as possible, the 
consent of his subjects, necessary to the survival of the Seleucid kingdom itself. The conse- 
quences of this policy, whose impact cannot be denied, were very different in different coun- 
tries: in some regions, siich as Judea, it met a strong resistance, in others it began a process of 
long lasting Hellenization. Cilicia can be listed in the latter group, although it is possible to rec- 
ognize even here traces of some intolerance toward Antiochus's rule. 

Cilicia at the beginning of the 2nd century B.C. 

An integra1 part of the Seleucid domain frolli its inception, Cilicia played a very important 
role in the map of the Mediterranean recently established by the treaty of Apameia. In order 
to understand the place which Cilicia held in the Seleucid reign under the rule of Antiochus 
IV, it is necessary to analyze its own vicissitudes in the first qiiarter of the 2"" century B.c .~ .  

Claudia Tempesta, Università degli 5tudi di Roma "La Sapienza', Via S Agatone papa 50, 00165 Roma - Italy 
claudia tem@tiscali it 

I would Iike to express my gratitude to Prof Eugenid Equini Schneider who kindly revised this paper 
. . 

1 Ir is nor necessary to recall the well known I-iistory of the Seleucid kingdom in tlie first and second qliarter of the 
2nd cenrury B.C. nor the main features of Antiochus's reign and policy: among the several works concerning 
Anriochus, see in particular E .  R. Bevan, The House of Seleucus (1902) 11, 126-167; Morkholm 1966 pnssim; Bunge 
1974, 57-85; Bunge 1975 and Will 1966, I1 257-298 for the genera1 hisrorical context. 

For a picture of Cilicia in the 3 ' ~ ~  - 2nd centuries B.C.. see Magie 1950, 1, 266-282; Jones 1971, 197-200 and Desideri 
1991, 141-165. 



6 0  Claudia Tempesta 

In the 3rd century B.C. Cilicia had been a disputed region between the Seleucids and 
the Ptolemies, both interested in it; strategic location along the main land and sea routes 
of the eastern Mediterranean and in its richness of natura1 resources. Though it foilowed 
the vicissitudes of the wars between the Seleucids and the Ptolemies, for most of the 3'" 
century B.C. Cilicia was divided into an eastern part under Seleucid rule and in a western 
part under Ptolemaic sovereignty. 

At the beginning of the 2nd century B.C., during the Fifth Syrian WTar (202-193 B.C.), 
Antiochus I11 the Great succeeded in conquering the Mediterranean regions formerly in the. 
hands of the Ptolemies: after the conquest of Coelesyria and Palestine, following the victory- 
of Panion (200 B.C.), in 197 he took over the whole coast of southern Asia Minor, from 
Ionia to western cilicia3. The Seleucid contro1 over the coastal regions of southern Asia 
Minor was nevertheless ephemeral, because a few years later, as a consequence of the 
defeat at Magnesia and of the treaty signed the following year at A4pameia, Antiochus 111 
was compelled to give up al1 the dorninions outside the Taurus, wliicll were partly declared 
free, partly amesed to the Attalid kingdom or were placed under Rhodian influence4. 

The treaty of Aparneia, which had both great financial and politica1 costs for the 
seleucids5, affected also the role of Cilicia. Being the only region of Asia Minor beyond 
the Taurus, Cilicia formally retained its own integrity and not only remained a part of the 
Seleucid kingdonl but became its western border6. The naval clauses of the treaty, which 
prevented Antiochus's ships from sailing west of Cape Sarpedon (riear Seleucia on the 
Calycadnus), actually excluded the Seleucids from the western part of the region which 
mras easily accessible only by sea7. 

Antiochus's conquests on the southern coast of Asia Minor are listed by Liviiis (XXXIII. 20. 4-5) and Hieronymiis 
(Comm. in Do??. 111. 11. 15-16 = FGrHist 260 F 46). As for Cilicia, an-iong the cities conquered by Antioclius rhey 
quote Coracesium, Selinus, Anemouriiim, Aphrodisias. Zephyrium. Corycus (but probably it must be identified with 
the homonymous city of Lycia, as argued by Grainger 2002, 39), Soloi and Ivlallus: the menrion of Mallus, which is 
quoted only by Hieronyrnus, is doubtful because no existing evidence confirms that Ptolemaic sovereignty in Cilicia 
extended east of Soloi. As for the conqliest of Antiochus I11 in Asia Minor, see Will 1966, 11, 156-157 and Grainyer 
2002, 36-42; for ~ h e  chronology of the war, see A. Masrrocinque, "Osservazioni sull'attività di Antioco 111 nel 197 e 
nel 196 a.C.', PP XXXI, 1976, 307-322, which is niainly about the niilitary campaign of Antiochus in Ionia and Carla. 

Niodes would have also liked to rule on the Cilician coast, as is shown by the Rhodian ambassadors' claim over 
independent Soloi (Pol. XXI. 24. 10-15; Liv. XXXVII. 56. 7-10). This claini was founded on the grounds of the 
ancient rclarionship between tkie island and the Cilician city, which according to the legend was founded by 
Argives and Rhodians: the earliest source about the Argive origin of Soloi and its links with Rhodes is an Argive 
inscription, dating from the end of thc 4th century B.C. ancl fuurid in the temple of Nernea (H. Stroud, "An Argive 
decree frotn Nemea", Hesperia 53, 1984, 193-216). Owing to Antiochus's strong opposition. the Rliodian claim was 
finally rejected by the Romans. For these facts. see Grainger 2002. 316. 

5 The clauses of the peace of Apameia are detailed 1)y Polybius (S-. +3. l-?-). Livius (XXXVIII. 38. 2-18! and 
Appianus (Syr. 38. 200-204). As for the treaty. see Wil! 1%. 11 181-143 m d  ii:w\e al1 McDonald 1967, 1-8, about 
the territorial clauses, and A. H. hlcDonald - F. \T. Walb~nk. -The T r w  of Xpmeia  i 188 B.C.): The Naval Clauses", 
JRS 59, 1969. 30-39, as entitled. 

6 Pol. XXI. 43. 5; Liv. XXXVIII. 38. 4; App.. Syr. .g. rls fa &e phrr kekd h- C8kici.a in rlie geopolitical rnap outlined 

by the treaty, see Magie 1950, 1. 279-281 and McDo& l%-. 3: :he brrtl- einphasizes tliar rhc possession of 
Cilicia allowed the Seleucids to reach C a p p a d d .  eiSroegh ta Cs-hm< k d l l t q  2nd riie Cilician Gates, 2nd Lycaonia. 
through the Calycadnus valle?. 

7 POI. XXI. 43. 14; Liv. X'XX\iIII. 38. 9: App.. $ 1 ~  -39. B I .  hwser. 3-estern Cilicia continued to be 
part of the Seleucid kingdom, as ernpk5ized - >L 3db@z &J& d-&.%wpki et d'histoire grecquc. V. Romc t. 
la conquete d e  I'Orient. 2. Rome. la k i x k k z i a e  .pr $-O&S <h*.-? 23-745: 4lorkholm 1966, 28 n. 30 and 
McDonald 1967. 1-8. 

















68 Claudia Tempesta 

c h r o n o 1 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ .  The introduction of the worship of Zeus besides Perasia's has been con- 
vincingly ascribed to Antiochus's initiative: the earliest trace of Zeus' worship in Castabala 
is the eagle represented on the coins minted in Castabala at the time of Antiochus IV 44. 

The initiative of Antiochus therefore aimed at emphasizing, on the one hand, the ancient 
native worship, on the other, at introducing the worship, both panhellenic and dynastic, 
of Zeus Olympius. In the earliest coinage struck in Hierapolis the two devotions were 
held separately: the iinage of Perasia was related to the head of the City, whereas the 
eagle, Zeus's symbol, was put on the reverse of the coins bearing the portrait of the king 
on the obverse4j. As already said, the intervention of Antiochus in Castabala did not affect 
only the worship, but it implied some politica1 and administrative changes, such as the 
grant of the status of polis and the renaming of Castabala as Hierapolis on the Pyramus, 
the name the city was to keep in the ensuing centuries. 

Magarsus, located at the mouth of the Pyramus, was an ancient centre of the worship 
of Athena, to whom Alexander himself had sacrificed during his march through Cilicia 
before the battle of ~ s s u s * ~ .  Little is known about the history of Magarsus in the early 
Hellenistic age, but it may be supposed that it had been subdued by the nearby city of 
Mallus, as being at the same time its harbour and sanctuary. The scanty available docu- 
mentation prevents us from saying whether Antiochus had furthered a religious renewal 
in Magarsus, as in Castabala: his care toward the sanctuary, however, is assured by the 
grant of the right of citizenship, with al1 related rights, shown by the inscription of 
Karatas. This measure is much more meaningful, as Antioch on the Pyramus lost not only 
its dynastic name, but also civic status itself following Antiochus's death: indeed, after the 
sixties of the 2nd century B.C., the civic ethnic disappeared from the inscriptions and the 
sanctuary was again subdued by neighbouring Mallus, as can be inferred from the fact 
that Mallus adopted the image of Athena Magarsis as its own coin type, both on the civic 
and royal issues, from the time of Demetri~is I (Fig. 2 .71~~.  

Antiochus's attitude toward the other sanctuaries of Cilicia is difficult to assess. It is 
possible that at Mopsus the grant both of civic status and of the right of issuing 
autonomous coins was linked to the celebrity of the local oracle, devoted to the 
homonym ~ e e r ~ ~ ;  on the other hand, it is not certain whether these measures were taken 
by Antiochus IV or by his predecessor Seleucus IV. 

43 Boffo 1985, 59; Strab. XII. 2. 7. 

44 For the hypothesis that the worship of Zeus was introd~iced to Hierapolis by Antiochus IV, see Robert 1964. 96-97; 
Boffo 1985. 58-59 and Brenk 1998, 380-381. 

45 See supra. n. 37 

46 For the sanctuary of Magarsus, see Robert 1951, 256-259; MacKay 1990, 2047; as for the worship of Athena 
Magarsis. R. Fleischer, Artemis von Ephesos und verwandte Kultstatuen aus Anatolien und Syrien, EPRO 35 (1973) 
260-263 2nd Houghton 1984, 102-110. The sanctuary is mentioned by Stephanus of Byzanthim (s.v. MayapaoG). 
Alexander's passage in Magarsus is quoted by Arrian (Anu6:II. 5. 9). 

47 For the Sele~lcid coinage of Mallus see Houghton 1984, 91-110: for the coins frorn the tinie of Deinetrius I. see 
Houghton 1984, n. 1 = CSE n. 505. For the municipal coinage of Mallus, see Itnhoof-Blumer 1883. 89-127 and 
BMC, cxvii-cxxiv: some bronze coins bearing the head of the CityiAthena Magarsis (SA7<; Lewnte- Cilicia n. 1263; 
Ziegler 1988, nn. 895-897; SNG P a k -  Cilicie nn. 1920-1921) and Athena Magarsis/eagle (SNG'Lerlanle- Ciiiciu n. 
1264, SNG Paris - Cilicie n. 1919) have been ascribed to the 2nd to the 1" centuries B.C. 

48 For the oracle of Mopsus, see Boffo 1985, 60.63 and MacKay 1990. 2115-2116. For the antiquity of the worship, 
see R. D. Barnett, "Mopsos", JHS LXXIII, 1953, 140-143. 
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Gon of the sanctuaries of Cilicia Tracheia is even more confused: they com- 
cie of Apollo Sarpedonius, located on the promontory near ~ e l e u c i a ~ ~ ,  and 
of Olba, where Zeus Olbius, the heir of the ancient Luwian deity ~ a r h u n t ~ ~ ,  
ed at least since the time of Seleucus I Nicator. It is remarkable that these 
ere the only ones that were devoted to the main deities of the Seleucid 

. Zeus and Apollo. 

3rd century B.C. both the ancient Seleucid colony of Seleucia and the native 
of Olba took advantage of the lack of contro1 over those territories located 

h r i e s  between Seleucid and Ptolemaic possessions: it can be consequently 
the two main politica1 centres of eastern Tracheia did not like the revival of 

sovereignty in the aftermath of the victory of Antiochus I11 and the central- 
pursued by Antiochus IV. The traces of this attitude, hostile to the Seleucid 

n be seen in the support given a few years later to the usurper Alexander 
sheltered in Olba and consulted the oracle of Apollo ~ a r ~ e d o n i u s ~ l .  
lationships with Tracheia are unknown: the information concerning the war 
king and the rebellious tribes of the Taurus (in memory of which the 

raised a statue in Antioch) can be perhaps situated in this r e g i ~ n ~ ~ .  

r, at least one clue suggests that the Olbian temple-state was involved in the 
olicy furthered by Antiochus IV: the inscription of the Corycian Cave, which 
ts of Zeus Corycius (strictly linked to Zeus Olbius) from the 3rd to the ISt cen- 

hows from 175 B.C. a revival of Greek names, in contrast to the absolute pre- 
of Luwian names in the period lasting from the second half of the 3rd century 

of Apollo Sarpedonius, see MacKay 1990. 2110-2113. The earliest mention of the oracle dates to 
nder Balas (Diod. XXXII. 10. 2 ) ;  Strabo (XIV. 5. 19) quotes the sanctuary and the oracle of 
a, but without specifying its localization; some centuries later Basilius of Seleucia (Vita S. Teclae, 

of Sarpedonius. MacIiay 1990, 2112, sug- 
oi in the 4th century B.C. (SNG Levante- 

hisrory of the sanctuary of Zeus Olbius, see Th. S. MacKay, Olba in Rough Cilicia (Ph. D. Diss., Ann Arbor 
Turme und Siedlungen im Rauhen Cilicisi 

; K. Trampedach, "Tempel und Grossmacht: Olba in hellenistischer Zeit", in: E. Jean - A. M. Dincol - 
I (eds.), La Cilicie: espaces et pouvoirs locaux (2e miiiénaire av. J.-C. - 4e siècle ap. J.-C.). Actes de la 
internationale d'Istanbul, 2-5 novembre 1999 (2001) 269-288: for the relationships between Zeus 

he Luwian deity Tarhunt, see A. M. Jasink, "Divinità .cilicie,': Tarhunt. Sarruma, Santa. Esempi di conti- 
e identità culturale: la Cilicia, QuadStor 76 

3 .2rrording to Diodorus (=I. 32A = FGrHist I1 131, Alexander was sent by the king of Pergamum "to a certain 
Cilician narned Zenophanes. This man, who had quarrelled for some reason with Demetrius, and had been assist- 
ed in certain difficult situations by Eumenes, who was then king, was accordingly at odds with the one, and kind- 
5- disposed to the other. He received the youth in a town of Cilicia, and spread the word abroad in Syria that the 
youth would reclaim his father's kingdom in his own good time" (trad. F. R. Walton, ed. Loeb): the reference to 
Zenophanes, the name that the Olbian high priests handed down to each other, suggests that Alexander could 
have found refuge in Olba. Diodoms (XXXII. 10. 2 )  adds that, after he had been deposed from the throne (146/; 
B.C.), Alexander went back to Cilicia, where he consulted the oracle of Apollo. 

5: i&., Or. N. 123. 
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to the first quarter of the 2nd centuQ-B.C. (Fig. 4)j3. The coincidence of the dates raises 
the question whether this phenomenon may be due to a mere revival of Hellenism in the 
whole region or could imply the direct involvement of Antiochus IV in the area of the 
Olbian sanctuary. This question cannot be answered; however, the history of the Olbian 
temple-state was afterwards once again linked to the destiny of the Seleucid dynasty. 

The Hellenization of Cilicia 

Above we have analyzed tl-ie measures taken by Antiochus in favour of the cities and 
the sanctuaries of Cilicia: a fu11 evaluation of the impact of this policy on the Cilician cities 
requires nevertheless a review of the documents not inspired by the centra1 power. Such 
documents, mostly epigraphic in character and pertaining almost totally to the upper 
class, reflect the political, social and cultural life of the cities at the time of Antiochus IV 
and allows us to appreciate the actual degree of Hellenization reached - mainly, even if 
not exclusively - due to this r ~ l l e r ~ ~ .  

The number of texts referring to the cities and the inhabitants of Cilicia in the age of 
Epiphanes is quite large in comparison with the quantity of similar, earlier and subsequent 
inscriptions. Therefore, it is noteworthy that most documents originate from the poleis of 
continental and insular Greece, to which in this period Cilicia - as the whole Seleucid 
kingdom - seems to be linked through close relations. 

There are two main kinds of epigraphic texts referring to the inhabitants of Cilicia dat- 
ing from the seventies and sixties of the znd century B.C.: the agonistic inscriptions and 
the proxeny decrees. 

Three honorary inscriptions from Karatac were dedicated by the people of Antioch on 
the Pyramus to their fellow citizens who had gained a victory at the games held at 
Olympia, Nemea and at the Herakleia of ~hebes j j .  The importance assigned to participa- 
tion and to victory in the athletic games is illustrated also by the earlier mentioned inscrip- 
tion from Karatas in favour of h t i och  on the Cydnus: in fact, the .'winners crowned in the 

j 3  Ph. H. J. Hoiiwink Ten Cate, The Luwian population groups of Lycia and Cilicia Aspera during the Hellenistic peri- 
od (1961) 209.206: "The resurgence of Hellenism must therefore have raken place during the first half of the Pd 
century B.C. The usually rather brirf intermediary phase in which the language and script used werr Greek but 
the persona1 narnes were kept iinchanged lasted three quarters of a century, from 250 B.C. to 175 B.C. in this par- 
ticular instance. The special circumstances which are responsible for this prolongation can readily be determined, 
since it is a well-known h c t  that the Seleucids relaxed their hold over this region in the second half of the 3~~ cen- 
tury B.C. and resumrd their dominant position temporarily ~ inder  Antiochus I11 in 197 B.C.". For the list of the 
Corycian Cave, see E. L. Hicks, "Inscriptions from Western ci li ci:^". JHS 12. 1891, 243-256; Heberdey, Wilhelni 
1896. 71-79, and Hagel, Tomaschitz 1998, 184-187, KrA 1A; for the worship of Zeus Corycius 2nd its links to that of 
Zeus Olhiiis, see flirther MacKay 1990, 2103-2110: for the Hellenistic temple of the Corycian Cave, see 0. Feld - H. 
Weber, "Tempel iind Kirche uber der korykischen Grotte (Cennet Cehennem) in Kilikien", IstMitt 17, 1967, 254-278. 

54 For the Hellenization of the Cilician cities in the 2nd century B.C., reflected in the cultural life of Seleucia, Soloi 
and Tarsus as portrayed by Srrabo, see in particular the essays of P. Desideri: P. Desideri, "Le città della pianura di 
Cilicia in Strabone (XIV; j,8-l$))", StTardoant 2, 1986. 331-346: Desideri 1991, 141-166; P. Desideri, "Strabo's 
Cilicians". De Anatolia Antiqua, Eski Anadolu 1. 1991, 299-304. 

ji Le Bas, Waddington 1870, 351, n. 1487a: ' A V T L O X É ~ V  Ò 6fpo5 I 'Apcpiho~ov O ~ i o o v o 5  I v i ~ j o a v ~ a  'Oh6pxia I &v[6lpa5 
68[hiXov; Heberdey. Wilhelm 1896, 7, n. 14: ' A V T ~ O X É ~ V  b Sijpoq 1 ' H p a ~ h e i ~ o v  'Apcpih6Xou I v i ~ & v r a  Nkyea av6pa5 I 
O T ~ ~ ~ O V ;  ibzd., 8, n. 17: 'Av~ioxÉov b Fqyoq ( Kahhtrhjv 'Apiwovo5 I v i r j o a v ~ a  'Hparheia I T &  Èv Oipai5 ~ k h q r ~  I 
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" had a place of honour in the procession going from the house of the prytanes to 
ena Magarsis. Severa1 winners coming from Cilicia are also listed in 

agonistic inscriptions of the same period: citizens of Antioch on the Pyramus, 
us and Zephyrium appear in three Panathenaic victors lists dating 

5 B.C. and another inhabitant of Antioch on the Cydnus is recorded 

Cilicians honoured by the Greek cities with the grant of the proxeny came from 
centres. In this period the proxeny did not imply the duties and the burdens 
re related to it in the Classica1 age, but it was rather given as a honorary title, 

for services done in favour of the city or its citizens. Citizens of Antioch on the 
s and Zephyrium are mentioned in the Delphic proxeny lists respectively in 178 

171 B.C., while in the same years an unknown citizen of Antioch on the Cydnus 
inted proxenus of the ~ e l i a n s j ~ .  In at least one instance it can be supposed that 
us and a winner in the games were r e l a t i ~ e s ~ ~ .  \ 

above texts provide an interesting picture of the urban élites of Seleucid Cilicia 
t half of the 2nd century B.C.: they were usually a limited number of families of 
d cclture and ample means, who took part in the most important Hellenic 

and furthered in their own country the politica1 and commercia1 interests of the 

the participation in the games, particularly if crowned with victory, and the grant 
eny, not only gave prestige and distinction, but also strengthened the sense of 

ellenic community in a region that, at least geographically, was far 
es of Hellenism. Particularly, the emphasis laid on the meaning of 
form of aggregation anlong the severa1 components of the Hellenic 
first half of the 2nd century B.C. in the magnificence of the games 
s Flamininus at Athens in 196 B.C. and by Antiochus IV himself at 

af the lists are edited by Tracy, Habicht 1991, 186-237 and SEGXLI, n. 115: the Cilicians are mentioned in the 
LD, 32 and col. 11.2633; the third one is p~iblished in IG Il2. 2316.47-50. Finally. the Kos inscription is edited 

Klee, Zur Geschichte der gymnischen Agone an griechisclien Festen (1918) 14 (11. 19-20). See Tracy, Habicht 
, 202-203 for the large amount of Cilicians among the winners. 

EkIphic proxeny list 1s published in ~ ~ 1 1 3  11, n 585 one Zephynotes dnd two inhabitants of Antioch on the 
are mentioned respectively in 11 239-240 and 281-286 the Delian decree, hypothetically dated to the firbt 

Wdttie 2nd century B C , are edited in IGXI,4, n 822 

Tracy, Habicht 1991. 215. i t  is likely that Asclepiades son of Asclepiadonis Zephyriotes, winner at tlie 
games in 170/69 B.C., belonged to the same family of Apollonides son of Asclepiodorus Zephyriotes 
Delphi by the grant of the proxeny in 178 B.C.; in their opinion it is also possible that both descend- 
epiades Zephyriotes, a~ithor of a dedication to Asclepius in Epidaunis in the 3rd century B.C. 

winners belonged to a liinited number of families and were Greek in origin, can be inferred from the 
and prosopographic analysis of the inscriptions. In rwo of the three inscriptions from Karatag tlie peo- 
och honoiired respectively Amphilochos (Le Bas, Waddington 1870, 351. n. 1487a) and Heracleit~is con 

hus (Heberdey, Wilheln~ 1896, 7 ,  n. 141, who were probably father 2nd con, as siiggested by the first 
the family ties of Che winners mentioned in the Panathenaic lists, see Tracy. Habicht 1991, 215. The 
also mention some women, who probably sponsored their relatives taking part in tlie games. 

games organized in Daphne in 166 B.C., see J .  G. Biinge. "Die Feiern Antiochos' I\'. Epiphanes in Daphne 
166 v. Chr. Zu einem umstrinenen Kapitel syrischer und jiidaischer Geschichte", Chiron 6. 1976, 53-71: 

a c d i n g  to him Antiochus wanted to  make them a '.Demonstration d e r  religios-kulturellen Einheit des  
m' (ibin.: 67-68, 71). 
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Finally, it is necessary to reca11 two important documents, a numismatic one and an 
epigraphic one, which test* to the involvement of some Cilicians in the politica1 life at this 
time, namely as diplomatic intermediaries between the Seleucid court and the Greek states. 

The first document is a coin hoard found in Zephyrium that consisted of 100 
tetradrachms of Perseus of Macedonia, stmck between 178 and 174 B.C.: considering that 
the coins of Perseus had no circulation in Asia beyond the Taunis, it has been supposed 
that the tetradrachms belonged to a dignitary of the Seleucid court coming from 
Zephyrium, who perhaps accompanied Laodice, the daughter of Seleucus IV and the 
niece of Antiochus IV, to Pella for her wedding with Perseus. As Livius says, on that 
occasion the Seleucids sent gifts to the king of Macedonia and it is likely that the coins 
may have been given to as counter-item one of Laodice's companions6'. 

A honorary inscription found in two fraginents in Seleucia on the Calycadnus can be 
related to the same historical context: it contains the proxeny decrees issued in 172 B.C. 
by the cities of Argus, Rhodes, Byzantium, Cyzicus, Calcedon, Lampsacus and from the 
Beotic League and two citizenship decrees issued by Byzantium and Lampsacus them- 
selves in honour of Eudemus, citizen of Seleucia (Fig. 5 1 ~ ~ .  The historical context has 
been revealed by Heberdey and Wilhelm, first editors of the inscription: it deals with the 
years preceding the outbreak of the Third Macedonian War, when Antiochus had diplo- 
matic relations with Perseus and the Greek cities. During these negotiations, Eudemus, a 
dignitary of the Seleucid court, had to promote the interests of the mentioned cities by 
Antiochus: in recognition of his care, these cities granted to him the proxeny and, in two 
instances, honorary c i t i ~ e n s h i ~ ~ ~ .  

Both the hoard of Zephyrium and the inscription of Seleucia show that some Cilician 
people in the first half of the 2nd century B.C. held an important place in the Seleucid coui-t, 
as advisers and ambassadors of the king. It is noteworthy that these people were inainly 
diplomatic intermediaries between the Seleucid East and the Greek-Macedonian West, 
embodying in some respects the role traditionally played by Cilicia. Cilicia itself continued 
to be a kind of bridge amongst the different regions and cultures of the Mediterranean, as is 
shown by the supply from Soloi of the coinage of Ariarathes IV of Cappadocia. 

6 i  For the hoard, known as Mersin 1950 (=IGCH 1431) and the circumstances of its burial, see H. Seyrig, Trésors du 

Levant, anciens et noveaux (Trésors rnonétaires Séleucides 2, 1973) 47-48, n. 9. For the historical context. see Liv. 
XLII. 12. 3, Pol. W. 4. 8, App., Mak. 11. 2. and, ainong the modern authors. Will 1966, 11, 219-220. 

62  The two fragments, edited respectively by Heberdey, Wilhelm 1896, 108-117, nn. 186-187 and Keil, Wilhelm, 1915. 
17-21 (but see also ~ ~ 1 1 . 3  11, 199-203, nn. 644-645 and. recently, Hagel, Tomaschitz 1998, 359-360 Sel. 63, 363-364. 
Sei. 81), have been studied by severa1 scholars: see in particular W. Volgraff, "Inscriptiones Argivae", blnemosyne 
43, 1915, 383, n. 2; P. Charneux, '.Inscriptions d'Argos", BCH 56, 1956, 603-604 n. 5; Ch. Borker, "Der rhodische : 

Kalender", ZPE 31, 1978, 208-210; Frisch 1978, 41-44, n. 6 and Merkelbach 1980, 3-5, n. 1. 

63 The historical context was revealed by Heberdey, Wilhelm 1896, 108-117, nn. 186-187 and Keil, Wilhelm 1915, 17-21. 
The intermediation carried out by Eudemus at Antiochus's court is explicitly recalled in the decrees of Rhodes (11. j 
22-27), Byzantiurn (11. 34-41) and Calcedon (11. 65-67), As observed by Heberdey, Wilhelm 1896, 108-117 and 1 
Frisch 1978, 42-44, al1 the cities iss~iing the decrees were involved in the war and in the preceding negotiations; 
some of theni were moreover affected by the euergetic activity of Antiochus (Liv. XLI. 20. 5-8). Probably these cities 
were interested in having good relations with Antiochus, not only in order to take advantage from his munificence, 
but also in order to balance the increasing power of the Romans in the eastern Mediterranean. Despite the alliance 
with Perseus, eventually Antiochus did not take part in the war, as he was then engaged in the Sixth Syrian War i against Ptolemy VI (Frisch 1978, 42-44; Merkelbach 1980, 4-5). See further Will 1966, 11, 222-226 and M~rkholm 1 
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mnately, we do not know if, and how, Antiochus's policy furthered also the 
and architectural renovation of the cities: the ancient authors, so detailed about 

interventions in other cities of Greece and Asia Minor, keep silent about pos- 
euergetic acts carried out by the king in ciliciab4; on the other hand, the archaeolog- 

-rch, neglecting the centres of Pedias, has not supported unti1 now the reconst- 
of the appearance of the Cilician cities, not only at the time of Epiphanes, but also 
&e whole Hellenistic ageb5. 

so the evidence from both the inscriptions and the literary sources, it can never- 
be inferred there was at least a gymnasium in the cities involved in Antiochus's 

institution was established to maintain and spread Hellenic culture: the pres- 
rmraasia in Soloi and Antioch on the Pyramus is testified respectively at the time 
us 111 and Antiochus IV and in Mallus in the 2nd century B.C., while for the 
of Mopsus, Tarsus, and perhaps Aigeai and Seleucia on the Calycadnus there is 

inus ante quem in the ISt century B . c . ~ ~ .  

the review of the literary, epigraphic and numismatic records illustrating the 
Cilicia in the decade 175-165 B.C. we have tried to demonstrate how Antiochus 
ted to the Hellenization of the cities of Pedias as well as, at least indirectly, of 

deastern Tracheia. The process of politica1 and cultural renovation in the name of 
begun at the tirne of Alexander, went on in the following Cenh1I-y and developed 

tic activity of Antioclius in the cities of Greece, Asia Minor and Syria and its propagandistic aiin, see 
tiochos IV. von Syrien und Eunienes Il. von Pergamon als Architekturstifter", in: W. Hoepfnrr - G. 

Griechische Polis. Architektur und Politik (1993) 126-133 and. in particular, 129-132: among the 
e Epiphanes' munificence Polybius and Livi~is numbered Athens, Antioch on the Orontes. 

; Delus, Rhodes, Miletus and Cyzicus. 

mnsiderations of M. Spanu, "Roman influence in Cilicia through Architetture", Olba VIII, 2003, 1- 
u1, "Developinent of Ancient Settlements in Cilicia", Adalya V, 2001-2002, 11 1. 

I f~inction of the gymnasium in the Hellenistic world, see Delorme 1960, 459-480; for the 
the cultural policy of the Hellenistic nilers, see further Brenk 1998, 378-379. The pres- 

oloi in 197 B.C. is recorded by an inscription erected by Ptolemy, strategu.~ of Coelesyria 
Antiochus the Great, Hermes and Heracles: for this inscription (edited also in OGIS I, 
ris, G. Radet, "Inscription relative a Ptolémée fils de Thraseas", BCH 14, 1890, 587-589; 

epigraphie et d'histoire grecque. 111. Lagides et Séleucides (1942) 160-161; E. Gabba, 
r lo studio della Bibbia (1958) 18-19, n. 2 and Y. Grandjean, G. Rougemont, .'Collection 

'Athènes : Inscriptions", BCH 96.1, 1972, 109-110. The inscription reveals also the connection 
naFium and the dynastic cult: see Delorme 1960, 342-346. The existence of a gymnasiurn in 

e-mmus at the time of Antiochus IV is testified by the mention of ròv yupvao-iap~ov P E T ~  TOV I 
&v ~ a ì  rÒv nai6ov6pov (11. 11-12) in the inscription of Raratas (supra), while the presence of a 

Uus can be inferred from the inscription (found in Karatas too, and dating from the 2nd century 
of Mallus honoiirs Iason, y [ v l p v a o i a p ~ ~ o - a v r a  Érri66toq and &h~[i lyav.ra  6È ( h-ai ~o[ìjq] 
~ p O q  (G. Dagron - D. Feissel: Inscriptions de Cilicie (1987) 114-115, n. 70). The gymna- 
by App., Syr X .  69 as the place where Seleucus VI died in 95 B.C. (not in 125 B.C., as 
1960. 198). In Tarsus, Strab. XIV. 5. 12 mentions TÒ yupvao-iov TOV vÉwv on the bank of 

elorme 1960: 217). In Aigeai a fragmentaiy inscription, dating from the 1st century B.C., 
. 3 a palaestra (Le Bas, Waddington 1870, n. 1489. but see Delorme 1960, 239-240, n. 7). 
elorme 1960, 321, 476, the cityof Seleucia honouring the physician Asclepiades foi- the con- 

in In own gynnusium might be identified with the city on the Calycadnus (the inscription comes 
R. Paribeni - P. Romanelli, "Studi e ricerche nell'hatolia nieridionale", MonAnt XXIII, 1914, 60- 

this identificarion is not certain (ibid.: 61). 
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fully at the beginning of the 2nd century B.C.: by having a strong centra1 direction and 
devising an ambitious politica1 plan, Antiochus quickened the rate of change decisively. 
The politica1 and religious measures taken by Antiochus emphasized on the one hand, the 
specific features of the cities, on the other hand he furthered their integration into the 
Seleucid kingdom and, by means of this, into the Hellenistic koine. 

The policy carried out by Antiochus in order to strengthen the links between the 
dynasty and the cities had quite the opposite effect, developing an awareness of their 
own identity and a pride in their autonomy. After Antiochus's death, al1 the cities involved 
in the renaming, except for Hierapolis and Epiphaneia, turned the dynastic name into the 
traditional one; in the municipal coinage, the Seleucid iconography was gradually 
replaced by local types, which were therefore introduced on the reverse of royal coins 
struck in the Cilician mints; finally, taking advantage of the increasingly frequent civil wars 
within the Seleucid dynasty, a lot of cities increased their independence and obtained 
privileges, such as the asylia and the autonomia. 

On the other hand, the contribution made by Antiochus to urbanization and to the 
Hellenization of Cilicia went beyond politica1 and administrative measures and consisted 
mainly in the thorough diffusion of the Hellenic way of life amongst the leading classes, 
also largely involving those cities not affected by the political renovation, and lasting long 
after the king's death. At present it is impossible to say whether this policy had a monu- 
menta1 and urban impact on the cities; it can be hoped that forthcoming archaeological 
research will provide new information concerning the Hellenistic phases of these settle- 
ments. 

The most important and lasting consequence of Antiochus IV's policy toward the 
Cilician cities must be traced to the help he gave to the development of a strong local 
identity and, at the same time, of the proud awareness of belonging to the Hellenic world: 
in other words, in the contribution he made to forming the "double identity", recalled in 
Plutarch's definition "Ehhqve~ LK K t h i ~ i a ~  and fully formulated by the Apostle Paul' claim 
to "double c i t i ~ e n s h i ~ " ~ ~ .  

Plutarch defines as "Ehhqv~q  Eic Kih t r i aq  the Cilicians transferred ro Tigranocerta by Tigranes in 83 B.C. (Luc. 26. 1): 
see P. Siewen, "Le deportazioni di Tigrane e Potnpeo in Cilicia", in: Coercizione e mobilità umana nel mondo antico 
(199i) 227. For the concept of the "douhle identity", see again hfeyer 2001, 511-512. 
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Ozet 

Antiokhos IV Epiphanes ve Kilikya 

Kralliginin bir sure once Magnesia yenilgisiyle baslayan gerilemesine karsit olarak 
khos IV Epiphanes merkezi guc ile ortamdaki diger unsurlar arasindaki iliskileri 
ndirmeyi amaclayan bir politika yuruttu. Seleukoslar icin cok stratejik bir oneme 
olan Kilikya, Antiokhos'un politikasinda en cok ad1 geqen bolgeler arasindaydi. 

Antiokhos, Kilikya'da bes kent kurdu veya "yeniden kurdu" ve Kastabala haricinde- 
ukoslu yoneticilerin adini verdi: bu kentler Adana/Saros Antiokheia'si; Mop- 
/Pyramos Seleukeia'si; Magarsos/Pyramos Antiokheia'si, Kastabala-Hierapolis ve 

s-Epiphaneia. Makedon veya Seleukos asilli adlar tasiyan kentler (Aigeai, Issos 
ki Aleksandreia, Kalykadnos Seleukeia'si, 1.0. 3. yy.'in ortasindan beri Tarsus/ 

okheia'si olarak adlandirilan Tarsos) ya da Soloi ve Mallos gibi onemli merkez- 
n adlandirilmadi. Bu kentlerden besine (Saros Antiokheia'si, Pyramos Seleu- 

Nierapolis. Aigeai ve Alexandreia) sikke basma izni verildi. Kydnos Antiokheia'si 
basindan beri kendi sikkesini basiyordu. Daha erken tarihli kent sikkelerinde 
re1 tiplerin birlikte bulunmasi. yonetici ile kentler arasindaki diyalektigi ~,%cuda 
dir. Kydnos Antiokheia'si, kraliyet sikkesi basmaya devam ederken Soloi ve 
SeIeukeia'si kraliyet darphaneleri gecici olarak kapatildi. 

okhos, Kilikya'nin e n  onemli kutsal alanlarinin gelismesine d e  katkida bulundu. 
" olarak yeniden adlandirilan Kastabala'da, yerel tanriqa Preasia tapinimini 
e Zeus Olympios'u onun paredrus'u olarak tanitti; yakindaki Mallos/Pyramos 

I ve Kydnos Antiokheia'sina karsin Athena'nin tapinildigi Magarsos'a kendi 
ine katkida bulunarak yakin ilgi gtisterdi. Bati Kilikya'nin ana kutsal alanlari 
os Seleukeia'si yakinindaki Apollon Sarpedonios bilicilik merkezi ve Olba' 

Irutsal alaninin bu surecte paylari olup olmadigini soylemek cok zor ancak Hel- 
tekrar 9kse l i se  gecmesi onlari da etkiledi. 

. bu doneme ait epigrafik metinler, Kilikya vatandajlarinin ileri gelenlerinin 
nizasyon derecesini gostermektedir. Pyramos Antiokheia'si, Kydnos Antiok- 
hyrion vatandaslannin adlan yazitlarda Grek kentlerinin proxem'leri veya e n  
nik oyunlarda kazananlar olarak gecmektedir; diger bazi belgeler ise 

adma bazi I(ilkya1ilar tarafindan yerine getirilen siyasi ve diplomatik 
kamt sunmaktadir. 

mudahaleleri, Tarsos ve Maiios isyanlarinda g o ~ l d u g u  gibi bir miktar direncle 
Lirida kalrci olmadi: N. Antiokhos'un oliimunden sonra Kilikya 
dondu ve rherkezi erkten giderek artan ozerklik talep etti. Ne 

ddci polirikasi: guclu bir yerel kimligin geli~iniine ciddi katkida 
aya aidiyetin gururlu bilincini de gelistirdi. 
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Fig. 3 Inscription from Karata2. S. Werner - R. Werner, 
"Eine griechische Inschrift aus Karata$"' 

Jahrbuch fur kleinasiatische Forschungen 1, 1951, Taf. XXXII. 

Fig. 4 Inscription from the Corycian 
Cave. Heberdey, Wilhelrn 1896, 74. 
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Fig. 5 Inscription from Seleucia on the Calycadnus. Heberdey, Wilhelm 1896, 11 0-111. 




